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scholar universally may be known. He had a pretty taste
for letters, a habit of acquiring rare books and manu-
scripts; and was himself a writer of extreme distinction.
He had also a passion for collecting beautiful and singular
things, especially engraved gems. The magic of carven
precious stones enchanted him, as camei and intaglii ever
have enchanted men of delicate and powerful mental
mould. The times in which he lived were not convenient
for the cultivation of these exquisite tastes: but it is in no
case desirable that they should be cultivated.' They lead
nowhere, neither to heaven, nor to hell Essentially they
have no relation to the work of life, or death; and it is not
well that they should usurp attention—for there are greater
things. But the possession of these tastes is an imperative
necessity to him who would do those greater "things; for
they bring, as nought else brings, the habit of discrimina-
tion, of selection, of appreciation; they refine and temper
and grace the steel with which the greater deeds of life,
and death, are done: and, so, their only end is served;
while he who has them in the nature of him, not laboriously
acquired but congenitally possessed, is the better man, the
more capable man, the more enduring, skilful, potent, and
triumphant man, and, -correctively, the happier man.
Cardinal Stef ano Borgia, 'then, having this gentle generous
love for books and precious stones, most naturally became
one of the most distinguished ecclesiastics of his age.
In 1791, he published as a supplement to his Short
History, a learned quarto in Defence of the Temporal
Dominion of the Apostolic See in the Two Sicilies, To
this, he added, in 1793, a treatise on two Koptic saints,
Koluthus and Panesnice, whose original Acts were in his
possession. But it chiefly was as Cardinal of the Curia, as
Protector of Religious, as Ruler and Governor, as Pro-
prefect of Propaganda (to which he was appointed in
1798,) that he manifested his ability and sterling worth.
When the armies of Revolutionary France invaded Italy,

